
 

JUNE 7TH: THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE 

This week we studied Proverbs 1.  Before we started discussing this chapter in Proverbs, we discussed an overview of 
the book so we could better understand it.  

Who wrote Proverbs?   Solomon wrote most of them.  But there were some others such as Agur son of Jakeh (Proverbs 
30) and King Lemuel (Proverbs 31:1-9).  

Who was Solomon?  

 Son of David 
 King of Israel 
 Wisest man alive. 
 God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him what He could give to him.  Solomon asked for wisdom (1 

Kings 3:5-10) 

When was it written:  Around 931 BC 
Whom was it written to:  All people 
Style of writing:  

 Wisdom literature.  
 This type of writing is not promises or absolutes but practical guidelines for living.  
 Wisdom is addressed in the female form.  In Hebrew, “wisdom” is grammatically feminine and that is why it is 

referred to as “she/her” throughout the book of Proverbs.  
 It relates spiritual truths and common sense.  

Why was it written?  Proverbs 1:1-6 explains why it was written.  

To know wisdom and instruction,  to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing,  in 
righteousness, justice, and equity; to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth—Let the wise 
hear and increase in learning,  and the one who understands obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a 
saying,    the words of the wise and their riddles. 

Verses Discussed 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LOD is the beginning of knowledge;  fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
What is “fear of the LORD?”    

 Respect, awe, reverence for a Holy God.  
 “Fear of the LORD” also means we should recognize that God hates sin and will punish those who continually sin 

after He has repeatedly warned them.  
 We should not be flippant when speaking about God or speaking to Him or coming into His presence.  
 Isaiah 45:23 By myself I have sworn;  from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not 

return:  To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance. 
 Romans 14:11 As I live, says the LORD, every knee will bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 
 Philippians 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth.  

What is a fool? 

Some who thinks they know it all. Doesn’t listen to others, has no concern for others 
Someone who does not follow the commands or warnings of God.  
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  What is the wise person?  

 Fears the LORD. 
 Listens and increases in learning. 
 Has knowledge and discretion.  
 Someone who listens to others’ advice.  
 Obtains guidance.  
 Obeys God’s commands and listens to His warnings.  
 Has many advisors (Proverbs 15:22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed.) 

Proverbs 1:23  Repent at My rebuke!  Then I will pour out My thoughts to you, I will make known to you my teachings.  

Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked change their ways and banish the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that 
he may have mercy on them.  Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously.  

Proverbs 1:20-22  Out in the open wisdom calls aloud,  she raises her voice in the public square; on top of the wall she 
cries out, at the city gate she makes her speech: “How long will you who are simple love your simple ways? How long 
will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge? 

 Wisdom is like a mother teaching her children.  
 In the Jewish faith, a woman was revered because she taught the children.  

Proverbs 1:26-27  I in turn will laugh when disaster strikes you; I will mock when calamity overtakes you— when 
calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble 
overwhelm you.  

 Luke 14:24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet. 
o God continually pursues us and asks us to turn to Him.  But there will come a point when He will no 

longer put up with our sin and rebellion against Him. 
 Psalm 2:4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the LORD scoffs at them. 

o  People continually sin and conspire and plot against God and His people.  
 Psalm 37:13 but the LORD laughs at the wicked, for He knows their day is coming 

Psalm 1:28 Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but will not find me.  
 James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures. 
 Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your 

name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 Hosea 6:6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.   
 Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says:  “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught. 

Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “God I Look to You”by Bethel Music.  Listen to it 
here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP1QKueGK-o 

 


