
 

JUNE 21ST: THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS WISDOM 

This week we studied Proverbs 14.  This chapter continues the topic of wisdom and contrasts the wise person with the 
foolish person.     
 
Comparison Between Wise Person and Foolish Person  

 
Verses Discussed 

• Proverbs 14:1 The wisest of women builds her house, but folly with her own hands tears it down.  
o Wise woman makes her home better for her family.  She takes care of her family by providing food and 

clothing.  She teaches her children and is encouraging.     
o Foolish woman is lazy, gossips, loves pleasure, wasteful, does not take care of her family, does not 

encourage.   

• Proverbs 14:4 Without oxen a stable stays clean, but you need a strong ox for a large harvest. 
o When there is no oxen there is no work and no disorder and everything stays clean.  However, there is 

also no harvest.  
o With oxen there is a lot of work and cleanup to do, but you will get a large harvest.  
o Is our life clean and empty?  Or is it full and a little messy?   
o We need to put in the work of serving others which could get “messy” but we will be “rich” in life. 

• Proverbs 14:6 A mocker seeks wisdom and never finds it, but knowledge comes easily to those with 
understanding.   

o Ask God for wisdom and seek it and you will find it.  That is His promise:   
▪ Matthew 7:7 - Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. 
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▪ James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. 

o The mocker will never find wisdom because they think they know everything and will not seek it from 
God.  

o Our attitude determines whether we will find wisdom.  Are we humble and depend on God for it?  Or 
are we prideful and think we can find it on our own apart from God?  

• Proverbs 14:11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the godly will flourish. 
o The house of the wicked is built on a poor foundation.  They depend on worldly things instead of on 

God.   
o The tent of the godly is more stable and firm because they depend on God. 

• Proverbs 14:13 Laughter can conceal a heavy heart, but when the laughter ends, the grief remains. 
o The laughter is only outward and masks the heartache.   
o We need to guard our hearts.   

• Proverbs 14:17 Short-tempered people do foolish things, and schemers are hated. 

• Proverbs 14:29 People with understanding control their anger;  a hot temper shows great foolishness. 
o Wise people do not react and out of a bad temper.   
o We get angry too easily these days such as road-rage, watching too much social media/news with all the 

negativity.  We need to limit what we see and hear.  

• Proverbs 14:34 Godliness makes a nation great, but sin is a disgrace to any people. 
o Our nation is not godly. There are too many things which are being accepted as “good” that are wicked 

and against God’s commandments and His will.  

• Proverbs 14:35 A king rejoices in wise servants but is angry with those who disgrace him. 
o A wise servant makes a king look good and is rewarded.  (Matthew 24:45-46 A faithful, sensible servant 

is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his other household servants and 
feeding them.  If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a 
reward.)  

o A servant who disgraces the king will be punished and thrown out.  (Matthew 24:48-51 But what if the 
servant is evil and thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating the other 
servants, partying, and getting drunk?  The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will 
cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.)  

o Our king is God.  Do we make God look good or do we disgrace Him by our actions?    

Wisdom can be summed up as having the “fear of the LORD”.  In Proverbs 3 we had discussed that “fear of the LORD” 
meant to reverence God and honor Him by obeying Him.   

• Proverbs 14:2 Those who follow the right path fear the Lord;  those who take the wrong path despise him. 

• Proverbs 14:26 Those who fear the Lord are secure;  He will be a refuge for their children. 

• Proverbs 14:27 Fear of the Lord is a life-giving fountain;  it offers escape from the snares of death. 

 Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “Christ Our Treasure”by Sovereign Grace Music.  Listen to it here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojGdgYHwxyU 


