
 

JUNE 28TH: THE LORD LOOKS AT THE HEART 

This week we studied Proverbs 21.  This chapter discusses how God is the one who judges all hearts.  He knows when we 

are prideful or humble and when our actions are motivated by worship of Him or our selfishness.  It also talks about how 

God controls everything and the outcomes.  We may think we are in control, but we are not and He is.   

Proverbs 21:1 The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD;  He turns it wherever He will.  

• God is powerful enough to guide and change the minds and hearts of kings.  He can change the most hardest 

heart to do what He wants.   

• God is sovereign over all creation and over everyone.  He can work through anyone to accomplish His will.  God 

turned the heart of Pharoah to Joseph, of Saul to David, of Darius to Daniel, of Nebuchadnezzar to Jeremiah, of 

Cyrus to the Jews.   

o Ezra 6:22 … for the LORD has made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them 

o Isaiah 10:5-8 Assyria will plunder them, trampling them like dirt beneath its feet.  But the king of Assyria 

will not understand that he is My tool; his mind does not work that way.    

Proverbs 21:3 To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.  

• God is more interested in how we treat others than in performing “religious” ceremonies and rituals.     

o Micah 6:6-8 What can we bring to the Lord? Should we bring him burnt offerings? Should we bow 

before God Most High with offerings of yearling calves? Should we offer him thousands of rams and ten 

thousand rivers of olive oil? Should we sacrifice our firstborn children to pay for our sins? No, O people, 

the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. 

o Hosea 6:6 I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices.  I want you to know me more than I want burnt 

offerings. 

o Mark 12:33 And I know it is important to love Him with all my heart and all my understanding and all my 

strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important than to offer all of the burnt 

offerings and sacrifices required in the law. 

Proverbs 21:4 Haughty eyes, a proud heart, and evil actions are all sin.  

• Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax 

collector.  The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other 

people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you 

a tenth of my income.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he 

prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this 

sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

• What are the symptoms of a proud heart?  

o Fear – Pride is the root of fear and anxiety  

o Entitlement – We think we are better than we are  

o Ungrateful – Lack nothing yet we continually ask 

o People pleasing – Self-worship, self-preservation  

o Prayerlessness – Tricks us into thinking we can do life on our own.  Humility submits to God because it 

knows we can do nothing without Him.  

o Hypocrisy – Elevating one’s self.  Forgetting what God has done for us.  

o Rebellion – Resistance to leaders.  
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• One of the ladies shared this analogy about pride:  Pride is like weeds in a garden or among crops.  If you don’t 

take care of the weeds, they will take over the garden and all the flowers and plants can be destroyed.  Pride is 

like that.  If you do not pull it out, it will take over and destroy your relationship with God and others.   

 Proverbs 21:14 A secret gift calms anger; a bribe under the table pacifies fury.  

• When someone is offended or angry with you, a “gift” or doing something nice for them calms their anger.  It 

can lead to reconciliation.  Such as when Jacob gave gifts to Esau because he thought Esau was still angry with 

him for stealing his birthright.  Another example is when Abigail sent gifts of food to David’s men so that David 

would not harm her household.   

o Matthew 6:3-4 But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing.  Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

 Proverbs 21:15 Justice is a joy to the godly, but it terrifies evildoers. 

• This is relevant to what is happening in our day.  When justice is done there is joy, but it terrifies evildoers 

because justice is not what they want.   

 Proverbs 21:23 Watch your tongue and keep your mouth shut, and you will stay out of trouble. 

• We should pay careful attention to what we say and think before we speak to avoid troubles.   

• Psalm 141:3 Set a guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.   

Proverbs 21:30-31  No human wisdom or understanding or plan can stand against the LORD.  The horse is prepared for 

the day of battle, but the victory belongs to the LORD.  

• We need to depend on the LORD for the outcome.   

• We cannot trust in our own strength, but only the LORD can make us victorious.  He always wins and His 

purposes will always be accomplished.   

• We can prepare and plan, but God is the one who will deliver us.  We should not depend on anything or anyone 

else.    

 

Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “Living Sacrifice”by Brandon Lake.  Listen to it here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUWiWzK0P24 


