
 

JULY 12TH: JESUS, OUR REDEEMER 

This week we began our study of Ruth.  The author of Ruth is unknown.  Some traditions say it was the prophet Samuel 

but it is not certain.  It was written around 1011-931 BC.  The events in the book of Ruth took place during the time of 

the Judges (1350-1014 BC).  Ruth is a narrative that tells the story of loss, suffering, and redemption.  Ruth is the only 

book in the Old Testament named after an ancestor of Jesus.  It is the only book named after a Gentile person (non-

Jewish person).  It is only one of two books in the Bible named after a woman (the other being Esther).  

It was written to the Israelites from the perspective of Naomi, Ruth’s mother-in-law.  It describes Ruth’s faithfulness to 

Naomi and her faith in God .  Throughout the whole book we can see how God is in control of all the events that 

happened and how He used Ruth’s circumstances to prepare for the ultimate redeemer, Jesus.  

The story of Ruth begins with tragedy and ends with redemption and restoration.  It begins with Elimelech (an Israelite) 

moving his family (wife Naomi and sons Chilion and Mahlon) from Bethlehem to Moab because of a famine.  The 

Moabites were descendants of Lot (Abraham’s nephew, Genesis 19:36-37).  The Israelites and Moabites were “cousins”.  

However, the Moabites were idolatrous, worshipped several gods and practiced human sacrifice.  

While in Moab, the sons marry two Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah.  Elimelech and both of his sons die so Naomi, 

Ruth, and Orpah become widows.  The story describes Naomi’s and Ruth’s journey back to Bethlehem and how 

eventually Ruth marries Boaz.  Ruth and Boaz are ancestors of Jesus.    Here is a brief genealogy:  

To get an overall view of the story, we focused on the main characters:  God, Ruth, Boaz, Naomi, Orpah, and Elimelech.   

We discussed the character of these people and then what our response should be in light of what we learned. 

God 

Sovereign over all events and circumstances.  Is always in control of everything that happens. 

Even when we are disobedient to Him and tragedy happens, He still redeems us and restores us.  

He always keeps His promises.  His plans will always prevail.  

Rewards those who trust in Him and are faithful.  

Protected Ruth and Naomi and provided a redeemer (Boaz) for them.  

Early grafting in of the Gentiles 

Uses ordinary people and circumstances for His purposes.  

Restored and redeemed Naomi and Ruth by providing a godly husband for Ruth and children.  

Always does more than we expect or imagine.  

 Elimelech 

Took the easy road instead of depending on God. 

Disobedient.  God told Israelites to remain in the promised land and He would take care of them but they did not trust 

Him. 

Walked by sight and not by faith. 

Took his wife Naomi and his two sons Mahlon and Chilion and went to Moab during a famine.  Remained there 10 years 

and then he and his sons died.  
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Naomi 

Faithful through the storm.  

Showed light of God through her interaction with Ruth and Orpah. 

Not judgmental, trustworthy, selfless, sincere 

Felt that God had punished her by letting her husband and sons die.  Named herself “Mara” which means “bitter”. 

• Ruth 1:20 She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with 

me.” 

Had spiritual boldness.  

Selfless, wanted Ruth and Orpah to have their own families and be taken care of.   

• Ruth 1:8-9 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house.  May the 

LOD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.  The LORD grant that you may find rest, 

each of you in the house of her husband!”.  

Ruth 

Ancestor of Jesus.  Married Boaz 

• Ruth 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife.  And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her 

conception, and she bore a son.  

• Matthew 1:5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 

father of Jesse. 

Fully trusted in God and wanted to follow Him for life.  

• Ruth 1:16  Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 

Selfless, sincere, loving, kind, faithful, strong, devoted to her husband and family.  

Very courageous and brave.  Went to live among the Israelites even though she was a foreigner.  Was willing to leave all 

her family to follow Naomi and God.  

Hardworking and diligent (Proverbs 31) 

Virtuous, had good reputation among the Israelites.  

Unconditional love for her mother-in-law Naomi.  Very devoted to her and wanted to take care of her. 

• Ruth 1:16-17 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you.  For where you go I 

will go, and where you lodge I will lodge.  Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.” 

Bold, took initiative in finding work and providing for herself and Naomi.  Asked Boaz to redeem her which involved 

marrying her so that the land would stay in the family and the family’s name would be perpetuated.  

She was a survivor.  

Ruth was able to be and do all of the above because she trusted in God.  
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Orpah 

Loved Naomi but was not devoted to her or to God (i.e. no unconditional love). 

Obedient to Naomi because she was willing to follow her to Israel.  But then she turned back to her old life and took the 

easy road.  

Boaz 

Ancestor of Jesus.  

• Ruth 4:21 Salmon (and Rahab) fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed.  

• Matthew 1:5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 

father of Jesse. 

Mother was Rahab, who used to be a prostitute (Joshua 2, Matthew 1:5) 

Wealthy, respected, kind, fair, wise, gentle, protective, sincere 

Father figure 

Trustworthy, man of integrity and moral character 

Notices Ruth’s kindness to Naomi and her hard work and faithfulness.  Respected Ruth because he saw how he treated 

her mother-in-law and she didn’t go after the young men.  He said she was a virtuous woman.  

He was a kinsman redeemer (someone who acts on behalf of a relative who was in trouble, danger, or need.  He 

redeems property or a person).  Jesus is our Redeemer.  

  

What should our response be? 

Trust God.  He is always working everything out for our good even when we do not see it. 

Be obedient, faithful, and patient.  

Don’t turn back on God. 

Take the right road and not the easy one.  If we trust Him, He will always redeem and restore. 

Be virtuous women.  

We can only do all these things through Christ in us.  We cannot do anything apart from Him.  

  

Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me”by CityAlight.  Listen to it here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwc2d1Xt8gM 

 

 


