
 

JULY 19TH: GOD’S PURPOSES NEVER FAIL 

At this week’s Bible Study we studied Ruth 1 in depth.  This chapter was full of tragedy and loss which really 

impacted some of the ladies who had gone through similar circumstances.  We discussed how sometimes we 

make wrong decisions and we suffer for it.  At other times we make right decisions and we still experience 

suffering and loss (i.e. Job) because we live in a fallen world.   In either case, God’s purposes never fail and 

He is gracious to us and uses every circumstance to draw us into a deeper relationship with Himself.  

In Romans 8:28 He says:  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who 

have been called according to His purpose.”    

              God always redeems all circumstances for His glory.  Sometimes we experience that good right away           

and at other times it may take a long time to experience the good that may come out of our suffering and 

loss.  And sometimes we may not experience it until we are finally with Him.  

Elimelech and Naomi 

Ruth 1:1-2:  In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from 

Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons with 

him.  The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They 

were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they settled there. 

• Left promised land because things got hard. 

• God always told the Israelites to stay in the promised land and He would take care of them but they did 
not trust Him. 

• Went to Moab where there was food.  Moab was a very pagan nation. 

• hey went against God’s wishes when they left the promised land but God still redeemed them. 

• Naomi only went back to Israel when she heard there was food.  
o John 6:26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 

the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.” 

• Elimelech means “God is King” but he did not live up to his name and he was not faithful to God and 
His promises.  

Deuteronomy 11:13-15 So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the Lord your 
God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul—then I will send rain on your land in its season, 
both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive oil. I will provide grass 
in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 

• Naomi may have felt guilty for leaving Israel because she knew God’s commands.  

• Knew her sons should not have married foreign women. 

• Sometimes we reap the consequences of our free will and the decisions we make.   

• The women knew that Mahlon and Kilion were not healthy but they still married them.  
o Mahlon means “sick, weak, diseased, wounded” 
o Kilion means “failing, annihilation, coming to an end, pining, consuming, wasting away”  

Ruth 1:20-21 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life 
very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord has 
afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” 

• Naomi didn’t want people comforting her.  Called herself “Mara” (bitter).  
• Thought that God was against her and brought the tragedy upon her.   

Ruth 1:15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” 

Naomi should have told Orpah to come with her because of how good God was and how He would take care 

of them.    



 

JULY 19TH: GOD’S PURPOSES NEVER FAIL 

 Ruth and Orpah 

Ruth 1:10 Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud and said to her, “We will go back with you to 

your people.” 

• Orpah:  
o Obedient to mother-in-law and initially followed her. 
o Went back when Naomi told her to go back.   (Ruth 1:14 At this they wept aloud again. Then 

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.) 
o Not as committed to God.  

• Ruth 1:16-17 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I 
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where 
you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me.” 

o Ruth was faithful to Naomi and to God.  

God 

• God sometimes sent famines to punish the Israelites for their disobedience.  
• God is still in control and redeemed the decisions they made. 
• He was gracious to Ruth and allowed her to be in the lineage of Jesus.  He took care of Naomi.  
• God also used Rahab who was a pagan prostitute and was Boaz’s mother.  She is also in the lineage 

of Jesus because of her faith in the one true God. 
• God’s plans never fail even when we don’t make the right decisions.  
• Ruth committed to the family. 
• God puts people in our lives for His plans 
• Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[a] 

have been called according to his purpose. 
o God uses our suffering for His glory but we may not see it right away. 
o We get impatient when things don’t come out good right away and then we make quick 

decisions outside of the will of God.  Then there are consequences (i.e. Sarah and Hagar).  
• Jonah 1:14 Then they cried out to the Lord, Jonah’s God. “O Lord,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die 

for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us responsible for his death. O Lord, you have sent this storm upon 
him for your own good reasons.” 

o God allows certain situations to happen and also causes them to happen for His own reasons 
which we may not be able to understand now. 

o God uses all circumstances for His glory.  
• Even when our motives are not good, God is still gracious and redeems us.  
• Matthew 15:32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people; they 

have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 
hungry, or they may collapse on the way.” 

o God is always concerned for our welfare.  
• God is still patient and gentle and invites us into a relationship even when we make wrong decisions. 

One of the ladies mentioned this song by Ray Boltz “Thank 

You” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lVzeS5i8WQ.  If you get an opportunity, listen to it because it 

describes how God can use everything that we do no matter how small and insignificant to have an impact on 

someone for all eternity.  

Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “Through It All”by Colton Dixon.  Listen to it 

here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnuGXvO_l8w 
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