
Bible Study Recap – August 16, 2022:  Ruth 4  
Jesus, Our Kinsman-Redeemer and Restorer  
 
Hello Ladies, 
 
This week we completed our study of the book of Ruth.  The theme in chapter 4 is redemption and 
restoration.  The word “redeem” was used many times in this chapter   We discussed how Boaz was the 
kinsman-redeemer and what that means and how that compares to how Jesus is our Redeemer.   
 
We compared the first chapter of Ruth which was a story of tragic loss of husbands and children for both 
Naomi and Ruth.  By the end of chapter 4, we saw how God used that tragedy to redeem and bless Ruth and 
Naomi and their situation and impact generations to come.   
 

🡨--------------- Tragedy and loss ---------------🡨      🡨------------- Redemption/Restoration -----------------------🡨 
Chapter 1 (beginning)                                                           Chapter 4 (end)  

● Felt that the Lord opposed her  
● Bitter  
● Felt the Lord afflicted her  
● Changed her name to “Mara” (bitter)  
● Grief/heaviness  
● Discouraged  
● Felt useless, empty, hopeless  
● Victim mindset  
● No trust  
● Self-focused (self-pity)  
● Loved her daughter-in-law  

● Redeemed and restored  
● Faith, trust in God  
● Had a son through Ruth and Boaz (Obed)  
● Felt useful.  
● Joyful  
● Family name and land were restored/redeemed  
● Loved abundantly  

 
What is a Kinsman-Redeemer?  
● Someone who redeemed what was lost.  Could be the other person’s property, freedom, or family name 

(Leviticus 25:25)   
● Rescuer/Restorer  
● Relative responsible to help relative in need or danger  
● Naomi and Ruth did not have husbands or sons.  This meant they lost everything including the property 

and the family name would die out.  They were in a desperate situation unless someone was willing to pay 
the price of redemption and prevent them from losing everything.  Boaz was the kinsman-redeemer.   

● Boaz agreed to pay the price for their redemption so they could keep the property.  He married Ruth and 
they had a son who would inherit the family property and carry on the family name of Naomi’s husband 
and son.   
 

● Jesus is our Redeemer.  We were lost and alone separated from God our Father.  Like Naomi and Ruth we 
needed someone who would be willing to pay the price for our redemption so that the relationship with 
our Father could be restored.   

 
  



Comparison between the requirements of the kinsman-redeemer and how Jesus fulfilled all those 
requirements.  

 

Kinsman-Redeemer  Jesus  

● Had to be from the same family  
● Had to be willing.  
● Had to be able to redeem.  
● Had to pay the price in full.  

● Jesus became part of the human family (John 1:14)  
● Jesus was willing (John 10:18, Philippians 2:5-8)  
● Jesus was able to redeem us (Romans 5:18-19)  
● Jesus paid the complete price with his life (Titus 2:14)  

 
We discussed how God knows the big picture and uses any situation and many different people to bring about 
His purposes.  Ruth and Boaz were part of the lineage of Jesus.   In Ruth 4:18-22, it lists some of the major 
players in the lineage of Jesus.   Read the scripture references to see how God used those people to 
accomplish His purposes in redeeming us through Jesus.   
 

 
Other insights:  



● Our plan is to get from point A to point B and we want everything to be predictable and without any 
trouble.   We want our plan to look like this:      A ------------------------------------------ B 
 

● God’s plan is unpredictable and usually involves ups and downs while getting from point A to point B.  But 
His plan is always the best one.  His plan looks like this:    
 

 
            A                                                                                                                        B  
 
What did we learn and take away from our study of Ruth?  

● God can use the storms in our lives and turn them into something beautiful.  
● God gives us blessings that last eternally.  
● God is faithful and gives us unconditional love.  
● Ruth had a heart of submission to God and to Naomi.  She was a strong and courageous woman.  She 

was the “Proverbs 31” woman.  (1 Peter 3:4 You should clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that 
comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God.)  

● God takes chaos and makes a masterpiece.   
● Let God take control instead of trying to control situations ourselves.   
● We do not know how our lives will impact future events.  We only see the individual threads but God 

sees the entire tapestry.   
● God uses everything for good, even the storms (Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love 

God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.)  
● God goes before us and His Holy Spirit guides us.  
● God uses ordinary people and their messes to bring about His purposes.   
● God has a purpose for all the pain and all the trials.   
● Commit to do God’s will every day and He has promised never to leave us or forsake us.   

 
Worship Song:   The worship song that was chosen is “My Worth Is Not in What I Own (At the Cross)” by Keith 
and Kristyn Getty.  Listen to it here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoMiK3f_JU4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoMiK3f_JU4

